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August 2018 

Dear Barton Hills Community, 

Happy Back to School!  The staff and I are eagerly awaiting August 20th, when our students 

fill the hallways and classrooms on the first day of school; we can't wait to see our returning 

kids and to warmly greet our new students!  At Barton Hills, we are committed to welcoming 

all of our students and families into our community and creating a safe space for each student 

to learn and grow. 

This next week teachers will be returning to campus and preparing for the new year.  Students 

should be receiving welcome letters from their new teacher by Wednesday or Thursday (our 

goal is to mail them out late Monday afternoon).   We are looking forward to all of our new 

students and families – from Kindergarten to sixth grade coming by on Thursday, August 16th 

from 5 to 6 pm for our annual “Meet the Teacher.” Students can bring their school supplies 

and if you pre-ordered school supplies they will be waiting in the classrooms.   

Every year, we are joined not just by new families, but by new staff members as well.  I love 

the energy these talented folks bring to the campus.   Please help me in cheering on the 

following staff who are joining our school or moving to a new position:    Mr. Max  Ferguson 

is our new Assistant Principal and he’s already hit the ground running!  We share Mr. 

Ferguson with Mathews Elementary so he is learning a lot of new names and faces!   Ms. 

Jenna Williams has moved from 5th grade to 1st grade as we added an additional class for 

first graders this year.     Ms. Kari Eimer is our new 5th grade Social Studies and Science 

teacher and was previously a teacher at Gullett Elementary.   Mr. Esponda has moved to be 

our Special Education Resource teacher. Together with the rest of the staff, we have a strong 

and dedicated team to serve our students.   

 

New and Important!   

• This year the Start of school bell rings at 7:40 am so set your alarms five minutes 

earlier. ☺   

• A link to the AISD calendar is here: 

https://www.austinisd.org/sites/default/files/dept/calendar-

planning/docs/AISD_Calendar_2018-2019v4.pdf 
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• Additionally, as part of the Austin High School District of Innovation plan, Barton Hills 

students will not have classes on October 5th and February 15th.  Staff will be engaged 

in professional development on these days.   

• As part of new safety and security measures, AISD has upgraded the Raptor Safety 

Check software.  As part of the upgrade all parents/visitors must present ID at the front 

office and receive a printed visitor badge before going to any other part of our building.  

We have to re scan ALL driver’s licenses the first time you visit (even if you’ve been a 

parent/volunteer at Barton Hills for years).  After the first time, visitors can log 

themselves in with the kiosk, but the printed badge will need to be handed to you and 

identification verified by a staff member.  Additionally, students arriving after the 7:40 

bell will need to come to the office to be signed in.  If you are picking your child up 

before the end of the school day, students will be called to the office and signed out 

electronically.   We know this will require some extra time and patience and appreciate 

your support as we work to improve the safety of our students, staff, and visitors.   

• You will see lots of construction fencing at the north end of the track/park/playground 

area.  The Barton Hills Community Park Committee, City of Austin Parks and 

Recreation, and AISD are working to improve the track layout and drainage, improve 

access to the park from Homedale Drive, and create a more standard sized ball field 

(with irrigation).  The work will take approximately 90 days and as parts are finished 

they will be opened up.  The creation of a more standard sized ball field was the top 

priority when the Barton Hills Community Park Master Plan was designed more than 

5 years ago!      

Here’s to a fantastic year celebrating all that makes our school community so amazing! 

All the best, 

Kati Achtermann, Principal  

 


